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18th July 2023 

Present: Rick Bailey (RB), Julie Bailey (JB), Alan Martin (AM), Tony Viall (TV), John Goldsmith (JG), Jan Robertson (JR), Julie 

Devenish (Jools)  

Apologies: none    Absent:  none  Members of the Public: 3 (including John Goldsmith) 

Meeting Opening 
Declarations of Interest : none.   Previous Minutes : June  minutes approved . 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

New Items for Discussion 

Co-Option 
John Goldsmith was in attendance and accepted co-option onto the parish council, he then took a seat with the rest of 

the councillors and handed Jools his Acceptance of Office. John was welcomed back to the council. 

Card 
A thank-you card was passed round and Jools will send on to Andy for all the years’ service he has given to the Parish. 

Dates for future Parish Council meetings 
The bi-monthly Shepway Area Committee meetings occur on the same Thursday of the month as Ivychurch Parish 

Council meetings, meaning it has not been possible to send a representative to these. Recent months have also seen 

other commitment clashes with the 3rd Thursday of the month. It was agreed to move Ivychurch Parish Council 

meetings to the 2nd Thursday each month – and as usual, there is no meeting planned for August. Jools will send 

revised hall booking dates and amend the council’s calendar and website. 

Hall Hire Advertising 
Bookings have dropped off considerably lately, partly due to a reduction of hall-based activities in the summer 

months. It was felt that more pro-active publicity could help. Julie suggested checking out some “hire a village hall” 

websites, and Tony will place an advert with the Marsh Watch Facebook page. Jools can update the IPC website and 

village Facebook page. Julie will look for any photos she may have which show the hall with decorations for an event. 

It was agreed to keep session costs at the current rate of £20. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Actions from Previous Meetings 

Air Ambulance request for donation 
Uncertainty continues about the finances needed for the Highways Improvement Plan so this remains outstanding. 

Jools has emailed to let the Air Ambulance Service know it remains under review and will be decided as soon as 

possible. ongoing 

Hall Heating 
Not chased as no funds at the moment. Item remains to keep in view.   Alan  ongoing 

Coronation commemorative item 
Mugs have been received and orders are being distributed.    complete 
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Permanent siting of memorial bench 
Rick / Jools will liaise with the resident who has provided the memorial bench as to its best positioning.  – ongoing. 

Highways Improvement Plan 

o TRO consultation : St Marys Bay parish council continue to object but the other two objections have been 

withdrawn. KCC will recommend to proceed. 

o Magnox have reopened their review of  our grant request for £2,000and it has been suggested that we 

approach Little Cheney Windfarm.  Alan 

Julie will submit requests to Cllr Hills for £300, from his KCC Members Allowance, and to Alan Martin for 

£1,000 as District Councillor. 

Other sources may be possible, Alan will find out more in September. 

 

Hall Refurbishment / Internal Decoration 

• Hall soffits and fascias -  the  top coat will be included. 

• External decoration - Agreed that we will paint the outside of the Hall in the spring.   complete 

• Telephone Kiosk repainting on hold for now. 

• Kitchen fire alarm – battery has been replaced. complete 

• Toilet flush – appears to be working. 

Hall and Green 
Playground: Julie has some small expenses to pass to Jan for the bench shackles and paint for play equipment.  

 

Carpark and hall perimeter : Jools will try and contact the new hall gardener as nothing has been heard since beginning of May 

and weeds are now obstructing both hall entrances. The weeds have returned to the play area and Jools will ask if this can be 

included. 

Outside water options :   Rick will check what pipework etc are needed. -  ongoing 

 

Indoor notice board – ready to instal. Rick - ongoing 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Community Speed Watch 
• Sessions continue to be arranged ad-hoc. 

• Jools will sort out a fresh recruitment campaign after August. – ongoing 

 

Governance - Annual Return (AGAR)  
The Certificate of Exemption was acknowledged by the auditors, no further action needed. complete. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurers Report July 23 

Current Balance 12350.77 18/07/23 

Previous Balance 14426.82 15/06/23 

Debits 

16/06/23 58.85 DD Castle water 

26/06/23 1680.00 bac Decorating 

26/06/23 58,50 bac Coronation mugs 

10/07/23 226,80 bac Defib aftercare 

10/07/23 84.00 bac Marsh Mag Advert 

Credits 

27/06/23 20.00 bac hall hire 

17/07/23 20.00 bac hall hire 
  

Notes: 
 
Section 137 Spend (total available for 2023/24 = 
£1,986 assuming 200 electors)  – running total 
period 1st April 2023-now = £0 
 
Pipeline 
Debits 
Highways £11500  
Guttering repair £506 
Air Ambulance ? possible donation 
play area sundries petty cash £12 
Play area safety  annual inspection £125e 
Octopus £15.19 
Credits 
£1250 due November SWARCO 
£1300? from Cllrs’ funds (£300 Cllr Hills,  
£1000 Cllr Martin) 
2000 donation from magnox under review 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Planning    

• Clubb Lane planning enforcement: nothing new to report, item remains to be kept in view. 

 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Diarised / Correspondence / Upcoming Events / Any Other Business 

Upcoming events 
The Church Warden passed JAM On The Marsh’s thanks for the provision of parking. The Chairman mentioned that at the 

time of JAM’s Jazz event the fencing had been removed and marshalls were directing vehicles to park all over the green, not 

just in the reserved space. For future events the parish council will require the hall to be booked in order to secure parking. 

There is to be a Barn Dance at the church on 5th August. Anyone interested is invited to reserve tickets – notices have been 

placed in the usual places with details and contact information. 

Any Other Business 
A comment was made about how narrow the road has become on the way out of New Romney where the new builds have 

reduced the road width.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Energy usage  - Summaries of energy usage (KWH) as billed from the Smart Meter are shown here as they become 

available; please note billing dates and periods vary from month to month, so standing charge periods will also vary. 

Coin meter : - . 

Credit Note -£108.69;  

Invoice : 

Brighton Business Power 24M Fixed (28th May 2023 - 27th Jun 
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2023) 

Energy Charges for Meter 20J0045656 

28th May 2023 2691.2 Smart meter reading 

28th Jun 2023 2701.3 Smart meter reading 

Energy Used (Night) 10.1 kWh @ 18.77p/kWh £1.89 

28th May 2023 1913.4 Smart meter reading 

28th Jun 2023 1919.9 Smart meter reading 

Energy Used (Day) 6.6 kWh @ 14.44p/kWh £0.95 

Standing Charge 31 days @ 37.53p/day £11.63 

VAT @ 5% on £14.47 £0.72 

Total Electricity Charges £15.19  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Next Parish Council meeting :   Next meeting will be :  Thursday, 14th September  2023, at the usual time of 

7.30pm in Village Hall. There is no meeting planned for August. Meeting closed at 8.30pm. 


