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18h May 2023 

Present: Rick Bailey (RB), Julie Bailey (JB), Alan Martin (AM), Jan Robertson (JR), Julie Devenish (Jools)  

Apologies:  none    Absent:  none    Members of the Public: 2 

Meeting Opening 
Acceptances of Office and Election of Chairperson: the councillors returned their Acceptance of Office forms to the Parish 

Clerk. Cllr Rick Bailey was unanimously elected Chairperson for the coming year. 

Declarations of Interest : none.     

Previous Minutes : April  minutes approved . 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

New Items for Discussion 

Final progress review of Winter Grant Scheme  

The resident nominated for a winter grant has now received this, for which he has expressed his deep appreciation. 

This scheme is now closed. Julie pointed out that F&HDC are currently running a hardship fund, this is already posted 

on the Ivychurch Village Community Facebook page, Jools will add it to the council website. 

 

Co-Option Procedure 
The co-option procedure for Ivychurch Parish Council was circulated to the councillors for review. This has been 

adopted unanimously and Jools will now publish an advertisement inviting applications for the two vacant councillor 

posts. 

Annual Return (AGAR) 
In progress, paperwork has been passed to Jools for peer review. 

KALC annual subscription 
Jools will re-send the invoice to Jan for payment. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Actions from Previous Meetings 

Air Ambulance request for donation 
Uncertainty continues about the finances needed for the Highways Improvement Plan so this remains outstanding. 

Jools will let the Air Ambulance Service know it remains under review and will be decided as soon as possible. 

Annual Parish Meeting 
Draft Minutes published. complete 

Hall Heating 
Alan has a questionnaire to complete which will inform the initial recommendation, to be followed by a site visit. 

Coronation commemorative item 
Appreciation was expressed for the special Coronation Mugs recently distributed free to the village children, and some 

residents are interested in purchasing some more. It was agreed that Julie will order a further 13 mugs. 
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Permanent siting of picnic and memorial benches 
Rick / Jools will liaise with the resident who has provided the memorial bench as to its best positioning.  – ongoing. 

Highways Improvement Plan 

o TRO consultation has started which will continue for two more weeks. Comments may be placed on the TRO 

web page. 

o Jan presented her estimate of the coming year’s income and expenditure.  She anticipates the £11,500 will be 

available, not taking into account possible funding from District Council and Magnox, and around £1,250 

understood to have been pledged by residents through the IAA. It was felt that the figures were very tight 

and could preclude outlay on a donation to Air Ambulance and heating upgrades, with almost nothing extra 

to carry over to 2024. The council discussed the merits of scaling the changes back to just those IPC had 

requested, but it was pointed out that the savings would not be proportionate as the planning etc would still 

need covering. The additional speed limits along the rest of the road which Highways were proposing should 

have the beneficial effect of the route being less favoured as quickest by SatNavs, which should help reduce 

traffic somewhat. It was unanimously agreed to go ahead with the whole scheme. Julie will speak to St. Mary 

In The Marsh council once more now that the next financial year has arrived. Alan will let Highways know we 

are going ahead, and will speak to two New Romney councillors who are now also District Councillors. 

 

Hall Refurbishment / Internal Decoration 

• Hall soffits and fascias -  Rick and Alan will speak to the workmen about these works. 

• External decoration - Agreed that we will paint the outside of the Hall in the spring.   Ongoing 

• Door security – this seems satisfactory now. 

• Telephone Kiosk repainting will be placed on hold for now. 

• Outside lights – The PIR on the footpath side is now working. 

• Kitchen fire alarm – Julie will replace the battery. 

• Toilet flush – despite being fixed this is once again not working. Rick will check. 

Hall and Green 
Playground: this received a thorough clear-up on 29th April.  Agreed that Jools will book this year’s Inspection Report.  

Outside water options :   Rick will check what pipework etc are needed. -  ongoing 

 

Indoor notice board – ready to instal. Rick - ongoing 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Community Speed Watch 
• Sessions continue to be arranged ad-hoc. 

• Alan mentioned that there is another SID kit available in the area, which could enable monitoring both ways if 

enough operatives were available. Some updating of the CSW system may be needed before deploying. 

• Jools will sort out a fresh recruitment campaign. - ongoing 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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Treasurer’s Report 

Treasurers Report May 23 
Current Balance 14335.58 18/05/23 
Previous Balance 14576.40 20/04/23 
Debits 
25/04/23  195.55 bacs Alan brunch 
02/05/23  100 bacs warm grant support 
12/05/23  89.99 Alan microwave 
17/05/23  124.28 bac hall cleaning and supplies 
Credits 
26/04/23  20 hall hire 
27/04/23  40 hall hire 
02/05/23  20 bac hall hire 
04/05/23  80 bac gmb dung elec 

Outstanding Debit 
water bill  7.61 
KALC 160.62 
 
 

Notes: 
 
Section 137 Spend (total available for 2022/23 = 
£1,682)  – running total for period 1st April 2022- 
31st August  - £0 
 
Pipeline 
Debits 
Ext Decorating 1680.00  
Highways 11500  
Warm support 1000.00 
Guttering repair 460.00 
Air Ambulance 300 possible donation 
Credits 
Post office 200.00 hall hire till dec 23 
Possible 2000 donation from magnox 
 

Payment for use of the hall by the Mobile Post Office is still not forthcoming – Jan will check with the hall administrator 
whether an invoice was sent/needed. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Governance -  Co-option procedure reviewed and approved. See New Items section for details 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Planning   -    Still no news from Planning Enforcement yet re Clubb Lane development. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Diarised / Correspondence / Any Other Business 
• KCC Plan Tree – KCC have sent a request for councils to identify any potential land which could be used for tree planting. 

• Hall Hire - Jools was asked to promote hire of the village hall via the website, Facebook etc. to try to increase uptake. 

• Bus Shelter – a resident asked if F&HDC could please be reminded that they are responsible for maintaining and cleaning. 

• Vandalism and Anti Social Behaviour – further damage has been inflicted at the church – a rock thrown through a church window 

and the noticeboard stripped. A resident is hearing howling and screaming in the night and another has been harassed at the door. 

Another resident’s front garden has been vandalised, with projectiles being thrown at their car. Residents are encouraged to be sure 

to log incidents with the police, either online or by phone, these will help to build a clear picture of the extent of this activity in the 

village. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Energy usage  - Summaries of energy usage (KWH) as billed from the Smart Meter are shown here as they become 

available; please note billing dates and periods vary from month to month, so standing charge periods will also vary. 

Coin meter : - . 

Invoice 01/04/23 – 30/04/23  £33.70   Credit Note -£59.97  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Next Parish Council meeting :   Next meeting will be :  Thursday 15th June  2023, at the usual time of 7.30pm in 

Village Hall. Meeting closed 4.15pm. 


