Ivychurch Annual Parish Meeting
7:30pm Thursday 25 March 2021 - Held by Zoom

1) Introduction and Welcome by the Chairman, Ivychurch Parish Council
2) Approval of the Minutes of Annual Parish Meeting held 7th March 2020
3) Updates
Local Councillor Tony Hills and Margaret Waite, Ivychurch Church Warden delivered their reports.
Additional reports, from Local Councillor Clive Goddard and Romney Marsh PCSO John Gorham,
were read out by the parish council chairman. These reports are reproduced at the end of these
minutes.
4) The Parish Council Chairman made his report of the past year’s highlights.
 Owing to the pandemic, the parish council has conducted its meetings virtually over the past
year. The clerk was thanked for her efforts facilitating these. It is hoped that Romney Marsh
Forum will be able to resume meetings soon.
 A “lockdown local heroine” certificate was awarded to the clerk, who had set up IVYAID, a village
“buddy system” early in 2020 to offer support where needed to Ivychurch locals, before other
measures were in place for the wider area.
 The parish council has negotiated a new 40-year lease with F&HDC for the use of the village
green at a notional rent of £25pa, which includes the right to sublet space for pop-up stalls and
market, plus the operation of a pair of vehicle charging points installed at no cost to the parish
council, and which will bring income of £1,250pa for the next 7 years with a profit share
thereafter.
 The parish has been in receipt of Covid support grants from F&HDC, these have been spent with
local businesses to improve the village hall – reroofing was completed and solar panels installed;
further spending is anticipated to help address the issue of increasing traffic going through the
village despite the lockdowns. A Highways Improvement Plan has been drawn up. The chairman
will welcome suggestions from the public or advice of any incidents, although the latter should
also be reported to the police to ensure they are aware.
 He also thanked Tony Hills for attending Parish Council meetings and making available financial
support for the village hall solar panels.
5) Invitation to the public to raise any matters of interest
There have been around five or six new households moving into the village in the last year.
Recent new residents stated they were made to feel really welcome, and very much enjoyed living in
the village.
Cllr Tony Hills mentioned that Kent CC were facing financial restrictions and his Members grant for
2021 has being cut from £20k to £10k. However, we should bear in mind that a special fund for local
community organisations has been set up, and grants in the region of £300-£500 will be available for
those groups that have been unable to fundraise.
The Ivychurch Amenities Association along with the Parish Council are planning to hold a village
event (such as a BBQ or similar) as soon as it is possible to do so.
Meeting Closed at 20.30. Reports follow from Cllrs Hills and Goddard, PCSO Gorham, and St.
George’s Church Warden.
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Tony Hills KCC member for the Romney Marsh Division
Annual Report 2021

Pandemic
This year has been unlike any other. So much suffering, so much pain and so much
isolation. At Kent we have 'soldiered' on. My staff at County has been fantastic
working 'virtually' on screen from home. So many virtual meetings, five days a week
stretching into a seven day a week job, I have loved serving my community...and that
is the one good thing to come out of this terrible pandemic is a strengthened sense
of community on the Romney Marsh.

Covid 19
I'm proud how KCC has 'stepped up to the plate'... We’ve been there with
residents and communities through Covid: supporting the vulnerable through ‘Kent
Together’, securing millions of items of PPE, rolling out testing and supporting
families, businesses and voluntary organisations.
It has been my pleasure to help the Romney Marsh Day Centre as it morphed into
The Romney Marsh Emergency Hub, unlocking the volunteer strength of our
community.

My Kent responsibilities
Positions I have served in over the last year.
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Deputy Cabinet member for Environment & Waste.
Chair of the Kent Flood Risk Management Committee.
Member of the Health Overview and Scrutiny committee.
Member for Kent of the Southern Region Flood & Coastal Committee.
Member for Kent of the Kent & Essex Inshore Fishing Conservation Committee
Member of the Kent Environment Transport & Waste Cabinet Committee
Member of the Kent Environment Strategy (cross party group)
It has been a challenging year at Kent County Council, working 'virtually' from home.
Many issues have come to the fore; it has been a test of stamina.

Highways
Kent County Council have just committed another £10 million to this year’s pothole
blitz, after a year in which Kent Highways filled in almost 50,000 potholes and
patched the equivalent of 50 full size football pitches. This is alongside our £11
million road resurfacing programme and five year maintenance plan.
We are bringing forward our Vision Zero strategy for road safety, which not only has
an ambitious aim for reducing or eliminating road accident deaths by 2050 but
represents a new way for us to engage with communities and address safety
concerns.
The Romney Marsh has highways like the rest of the County in poor condition.
Reporting problems on line really helps, the more reports the better. We have more
progress on 'Hammonds Corner' (A259); we now have a design for the roundabout.
All we have to do is find the funding for the construction!

Climate Change
In my role of chair of the Kent Flood Risk Management Committee, as I said last
year I'm 'privy' to many briefings, concerning the changing climate, more intense
rainfall, warmer wetter winters, rising sea levels. I have attended many meetings to
improve our sea defences over the southern side of Romney Marsh (Denge Marsh),
which is so very much at risk. At last the plans to defend the Lydd Ranges have
been approved and work should start this spring. This is all part of the FoCES plan
(Folkestone to Cliff End Scheme) to defend the whole of the Romney Marsh. I get
many enquiries concerning 'flood maps' showing the Romney Marsh at risk. You
have to remember these flood maps show the risk without sea defences; we can and
will continue to defend the Marsh.

Bus Transport...the opportunity
The Romney Marsh Partnership was set up to encourage new jobs as we face
closure of Station 'A' at Dungeness. As a member of the RMP we have set up a bus
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working group. I have for some time been promoting the concept of an electric bus
shuttle service from New Romney to Appledore station to access Ashford and
Rye...The Green Line Service would link the two lines The Hythe & Dymchurch and
the Southern Region main line. As I write this the Government has announced three
Billion pounds to support electric bus travel in the country, with the support of Kent
County Council I believe this service is a real possibility.

Medical Matters
This last year I was appointed to Kent County Council Heath Overview Scrutiny
Committee. I have been vocal is supporting the A&E service at William Harvey
Hospital, we need to retain this. Having supported the inoculation service at Lydd
Airport, I believe this has been a great community success. Currently we are
'battling' to keep a GP led service at Orchard House in Lydd. I should hear in a
couple of days from the Kent Clinical Commissioning Group.
Kent County Councillors have two main functions.
To represent residents of Romney Marsh at 'County' and do their level best to
help with local concerns.
To play their part in 'running' the 'County' for the benefit of all the residents of
Kent.

Tony Hills
Kent County Councillor for Romney Marsh
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Report from St George’s Church, for Ivychurch Parish Annual Meeting
on 25.03.21.
Firstly I would like to thank members of The Mighty Mowers , both past and present for their work
mowing the churchyard, (and of course also the village green and village border which contribute to
the village looking so welcoming).
One of the founder members Roger Jones, has moved from the village, and the lynchpin of the
Mighty Mowers Mike Bartlett will also shortly be moving to pastures new, and the PCC wish to
express their gratitude to them for all their hard work.
A new generation of Mighty Mowers will be continuing the work of the original group, with some of
the original members continuing too , organized by Alan Martin .He can be contacted on 01797
342064.
The Kent Wildlife Trust has been involved with a project to make the churchyard as wildlife friendly
as possible. 2 large patches have been identified to be sown with wildflowers to attract bees and
other insects, and the PCC made a decision that the churchyard should be as pesticide free as
possible. On a post at the end of the footpath leading towards St Mary in The Marsh there is a
bughouse in the shape of an owl which was made and donated by a villager John Hoffman.
A number of the gravestones are in need of repair and work will commence on them shortly.
2020 and 2021 have meant many changes for us all, and that applies also to the church.
The church has remained open throughout for private prayer, with sanitizer, social distancing, and
contract tracing provided. The church clock has continued to be wound 2 twice weekly by Robin
Button who has done so for well over 20 years. Robin and Les Percival raised the Christmas Star to
the top of the tower and it shone over the village giving some cheer, and could be seen as far away
as the Brenzett Roundabout. Some villagers may be aware the church enables a Community Support
Radio station Shoreline Radio (100.2 FM) run by Bob Preedy, to broadcast music and community
information 24 hours a day.
As St George’s Church is a large space and has no pews, when Covid regulations allowed, services
were held, some outside in the churchyard where singing was permitted, and St George’s was able
to host 2 Benefice Services. At one of the Benefice services a gift was given to the Very Reverend
John Richardson and his wife Sue to thank them all for the tremendous support they had been giving
to the congregations and parishioners of the 8 churches of the Romney Benefice.
During the Christmas period, on 2nd Sunday of December a very short Carol Service and Christingle
was possible using a mixture of inside and outside, and similarly the Christmas Eve Carols and
Candles service was possible.
Although we were not able to have our usual Carol Singing around the village and in The Bell
collecting for Crisis at Christmas, due to the generosity of those attending the Christmas Eve Service
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we were able to send a contribution of £200 to Crisis. We look forward hopefully to Carol Sing
around the village and in The Bell at Christmas 2021.
In terms of donations to those in need I would also like to thank those who have contributed to the
Food Bank via the box in the church parch, and for the collection at the Carols and Christingle Service
which was sent to the Childrens Society.
Last year it was not possible to hold our usual 3pm Easter Sunday Egg Hunt but this year that will be
possible, weather permitting, in the churchyard, in a Covid safe way.
St George’s is a Grade 1 Listed Medieval Church and as such there are regulations regarding the
upkeep of the building, and insurance , which it is the responsibility of the Parochial Church Council
(PCC) to oversee. This involves regular inspections and resulting repairs.
The expenses relating to the required work, insurance and running costs is usually raised by
fundraising events which are held in the church, concerts, exhibitions, and the Annual Harvest
Supper which is held on the first Saturday of October.
For major building projects, one of which was the replacement of the degraded West Window (at a
cost of £100,000), and another the redecoration of the nave and South aisle, we are very fortunate
in having financial support from the Romney Marsh Historic Churches Trust.
Sadly since covid it has not been possible to hold any fundraising events. The PCC discussed this
during a Zoom meeting and the suggestion made, in these such unusual circumstances, to ask the
community if they could help with donations.
A letter was sent to all the houses in the village and we are so very very grateful for the wonderful
response from so many villagers. This has allowed us, hopefully to survive financially until we are
able to resume fundraising events.
Our thanks go both to those we have been able to write to thank, and to those who donated
anonymously.
A final thank you to Julie Devenish who in addition to decorating and photocopying the flyers,
posters and letters that you have all had though the doors she setup a WhatsApp IvyAid to offer
support to anyone in the village via a buddying system for shopping, post etc to who needed it and
once the situation settled somewhat changed the WhatsApp to Ivychat to offer a relaxed way to be
in contact with neighbours as the crisis eased somewhat. Julie deserves such thanks for her
unstinting work for the village.
Our thoughts are with all those affected in any way by the Covid crisis, and if members of the church
congregation and Very Rev John Richardson (telephone 01303 980027) are able to offer help and
support please let us know.
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Report for Ivychurch 2021
Councillor Clive Goddard
Folkestone and Hythe District Council
It has been another challenging year in fact a terrible year for us all with the Covid
pandemic but the District Council with careful financial planning and management of
the budget means that we are still able to deliver all services to the community, and
more including support for the community hub in New Romney and financial assistance
to businesses due to the pandemic.
I remain Chairman of the Development Control and Licencing Committee for a record
6th year and I am monitoring local development with interest and the Otterpool Park
development closely.
More locally, I am appointed as a representative on the Lydd Airport Consultative
Committee ( it’s great to see a Covid vaccination centre there too) and I am delighted
that the Bristow Search and Rescue Helicopters still operates from Lydd Airport and
have contributed so positively to the airport revenue. We are fortunate to have them
close at hand operating on behalf of Her Majesty’s Coastguard because they are a
service that people rely on in a time of need. Hopefully the airport will be up and
running soon to bring more jobs to the Romney Marsh. I will continue to lobby for
Dungeness C as this is also key for the future of our local economy across the Marsh.
I am also appointed as a District Council representative on the Romney Marsh Internal
Drainage Board, an organisation that is essential to Ivychurch and the whole of the
Romney Marsh.
I remain chairman of the Romney Marsh Forum. Since my involvement, the Romney
Marsh Forum has adopted a new constitution, and our meetings are well attended by
representatives from 11 Town and Parish Councils across the Marsh. It has reviewed
its purpose and structure and I am pleased to report that the Forum is now recognised
as a positive vehicle through which the Parish and Town Councils on the Marsh can
communicate and engage with other agencies. The Forum members have integrity, are
sharing information and are working together for the benefit of their communities.
The Forum is working on several key issues which include Speed Watch, policing,
border control and Health Provision on the Marsh and it is an excellent platform for me
to work with your parish Cllr’s and Clerk they always speak up for your Parish.
Each year district Cllr’s receive funds to distribute for local causes I was pleased to give
£500 recently to your very own new play park also I gave £500 to the Romney Marsh
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litter pick watch to help buying new equipment both very worthwhile causes for the
village.
I work closely with the Police and would like to thank them for their support and work
they have carried out in the Village, also thanks for all the hard work done by my
F&HDC colleague Cllr Tony Hills and also as our County Councillor.
Since being re elected in 2019 It’s been a honour, pleasure and privilege to work with
many residents over the last 6yrs here in Ivychurch, I now class many as friends I
would like to thank them for their support and sometimes patience! Hopefully
the relationship/friendship can continue?
I will continue to work for the good of all local people young and old and help to provide
a safer, greener, cleaner and thriving place for all to live in finally I would like to thank
the Parish Clerk, Julie Devenish for her hard work assistance and support not only to
myself but to the whole of the Village.
Many thanks.
Councillor Clive Goddard
Folkestone and Hythe District Council
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Report from PCSO John Gorham for Ivychurch Annual Meeting 25 th
March 2021
Dear All
I have been asked to prepare a short report for the Ivychurch area for this meeting. Well, I
am happy to report that the area has been very good of late in regards to calls to the Police. I
can think of a couple of reported car thefts, which are still being investigated. There have
been very few COVID issues on the area, which is a credit to the residents. There is still the
ongoing issue of Poaching, but even this has slowed right down. We have been having calls
regarding persons performing “trotting” races, but mainly in the Brenzett area and our Rural
Task Team have been working on this.
Of course, there were many more calls to the area, but these would be personal incidents that
I cannot discuss.
Ivychurch and the surrounding areas are a safe place to live and work, and with help from all
the marvellous residents, we can keep it that way. As always, I will give the advice that if you
do see something suspicious then to report either on line or to 101, of course, if you see a
crime in progress then your route is 999.
Myself and my colleagues are always available, and the best way to contact is via the Kent
Police website, where you can submit a request for contact.
I hope you all keep well and safe in these troubled times.

Regards
John Gorham PCSO 57106
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