
Ivychurch Parish Meeting 2017-03-16 v1 
 

Page 1 of 2 
 

Notes of 
Ivychurch Parish Meeting 

16th March 2017 

Persons Present: 9 

 

The Chairman of Ivychurch Parish Council, Rick Bailey, greeted the meeting attendees. 

Minutes of last year’s Annual Parish Meeting, held on 17th March 2016, were approved. 

Mr. Ken Hopkins of Training & Support Ltd. brought along two training defibrillators, the mounting 

cabinet and practice mannequins, and gave a demonstration on their use.  He also gave the meeting 

an indication of the initial set-up costs plus ongoing maintenance and insurance costs which would 

be involved if the village were to acquire its own set of equipment.  Several possible sites have been 

identified for placing this equipment, including the public telephone kiosk which is due to be 

decommissioned by BT – as nothing has been heard from BT since the Parish Council expressed 

interest in adopting this, Jools will chase this up.    

Action Jools 

Romney Marsh’s PCSO John Gorham was unable to attend but had sent a report which is reproduced 

below. 

Chris Jones showed the meeting the village’s new Speed Indicator Device, which will be deployed 

once a short training session has been attended by volunteer SpeedWatchers. 

No other matters of interest were raised by the public. 

The Annual Parish Meeting was closed at 8.45pm and the Councillors then conducted their monthly 

Parish Council Meeting, minutes for this will be published separately. 

-------------------------------------------- 
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Report from PCSO John Gorham  for meeting 16th March 2017 
 

I must begin by apologising for not being at the meeting tonight, as already on a pre- planned event.  

To start with I have reviewed incidents recorded for the Ivychurch area since 01/04/2016, and can 

report that instances of crime are very low. The main crime type happening is one of Poaching or 

Hare Coursing, and Kent Police are working hard to reduce this type of incident happening. We will 

try and respond to any incident of Poaching or a suspicious vehicle, so I urge all residents of the 

Parish to call in on 101 and report anything that they think could be individuals Poaching. 

Last year I know that there was a focus on speed of vehicles going through the village centre. 

Consequently, Police Community Support Officers (PCSO’s) responded to the concern by performing 

a number of Speedwatch sessions. This led to a number of drivers being spoken to and advised 

about the speed that they were doing. I have subsequently been advised that the Parish Village 

Council now have their own Speedwatch device, and the plan is to deploy this with local people 

suitably trained. I think this will be a great asset for the Village, and will deter speeding vehicles once 

up and running. Well done to those people that actively sought to obtain the device on behalf of the 

community. 

During Harvest time last year, I did have a few complaints raised concerning large harvesting type 

vehicles on the Romney Marsh. These complaints were about the vehicles going too fast, and that 

they were so big they take up the whole road. A significant proportion of these vehicles are owned 

by contractors employed by local farmers.  By their very nature, being large and very loud, it can 

seem they are going faster than they actually are. These contractors are paid for what they do, 

hence they do move between fields and have to use the small Marsh roads to do so. Most of the 

drivers are courteous to other road users, and will try to move over where they can, but sometimes 

they just can’t. However, should any driver of a harvesting type be caught exceeding the speed limit, 

then they will be dealt with like any other driver.  I would be grateful if local residents could continue 

to be patient with these vehicles during the short time period that they have to use the local roads. 

That’s all I can report back at this time. Ivychurch and Romney Marsh is a very safe place to work and 

live, and with your help, we can keep it that way.  Any residents wishing to identify concerns to their 

local PCSO can report their concerns to the CSU Shepway email account: 

csu.shepway@kent.pnn.police.uk. Emails are disseminated directly to the relevant PCSO or 

alternatively use the 101 system. 

Best Regards 

John Gorham (PCSO Romney Marsh) 
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