Minutes - 2019-06-20

Minutes of the Ivychurch Parish Council
Meeting 20th June 2019
Present: Les Percival(LP), John Goldsmith(JG), Andy Daburn (AD),
Julie Devenish (Jools), Jan Robertson(JR)
Members of the Public: 6
1 Meeting Opening

Actions/
date assigned

(a) ( It was noted that item 1(a) of this month’s agenda had accidentally been
left on from May.)
Apologies/Absent Rick Bailey (RB), Julie Bailey (JB) – Andy was selected to
act as chair for the meeting in Rick’s absence.
(b) Declarations of Interest None
(c) Previous Minutes May 2019 minutes approved and signed off by Andy.
2 Special Items for Discussion
None
3 Actions from Previous Meeting
(this section of the minutes lists previous actions which are not in specific category
headings elsewhere)
National Park Status:
John will ask at the next Marsh Forum meeting for more information about the
issues raised in our May parish council meeting.
The telephone kiosk needs repainting – Les, Rick and John will attend to this when
the weather is warmer.
Wayleave payment query
Andy is in the process of investigating – labels need to be located.
Dead trees at northern approach to village
The trees will be checked in Spring to see if any show signs of life before action is
taken. One tree might be alive but the other five are believed to be dead.
Visibility – Mirror


Julie will look at the grant application.



Les will install a suitable post when one has been obtained.

JG 5/19
LP/RB/JG 2/19
ongoing
AD 10/18
ongoing
ALL 1/19
ongoing
JB 2/19
ongoing
LP 2/19
ongoing

4 Administration
(a) Treasurer – actions




(b) Treasurer’s Report
Current Bank balance stands at £12,533.17. Previous balance £12,450.28

JR

Receipts
30/05/19 - £20 – hall rental
03/06/19 - £110 – FHDC election
13/06/19 - £110 – FHDC election
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Payments made:
20/05/19 - £44 chq 779 gardener
06/06/19 - £13 cash Jools for plants
13/06/19 - £56.11 chq 785 FHDC late fees
17/06/19 - £44 chq 786 gardener



Liabilities:
16/05/19 - £54.95 chq 782 – Rick for backing plate
19/06/19 – £142.99 chq 787 - KALC



Cheque 783 cancelled.
(c) Governance
(i)
Documentation (subcommittee: Jan, Julie)
Standing Orders Jools will send out what has been drafted so far and set up a
meeting with Julie and Jan to progress this.
Councillors’ Notice of Disclosable Pecuniary Interests No outstanding actions.
(ii)
Annual Return
(a) The councillors inspected and agreed the annual governance statement.
(b) The accounting statements were inspected and approved by the
meeting and signed off by the acting Chairman.
(c) Jools will complete the contact details form and send this to PKF
Littlejohn along with the exemption certificate.
(d) The required pages will be published on the hall noticeboad and parish
council website on or before June 30th.
(iii)
Data Protection (GDPR)
(iv)



Jools 6/19
JB/Jools 6/19

Accessibility

5 SpeedWatch
 The grain store will be assessed as a possible CSW site


Jools Ongoing
02/16

Another ribbon speed check like the one carried out in January 2016 would
cost around £300 for a week. It was agreed to continue speedwatch sessions
and review the need for a ribbon check in the Autumn.

Jools /RB
Ongoing
07/2018
ALL - due 9/19

Further sessions will continue to be arranged .

6 Marsh Forum / Flood Warden updates
Next Marsh Forum meeting is on 27th June. In addition to the questions raised about
the National Park bid, John will also raise questions listed in the Planning section
about Knatchbull Cottages.
7 Village Hall and Green
(a) Meter Readings:
Coin Meter: not emptied.
Rate1: .................
2459
- previous 2409
Rate2: .................
7358
- previous 7347
(b) Play Area inspections
The annual safety inspection by RoSPA has been set for July.

Jools ongoing
JG ongoing

AD ongoing
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(c) Site
Playground phase3
Julia had passed figures to Jan for the spica and wet pour costings but in view of the
absence of two of the councilors it was felt best to defer any decisions until all the
councilors could discuss. If a decision on additional funding from the council is
needed before July’s meeting on the 18th, it was felt consensus could be reached
either by email or a special extra meeting.
Football Pitch modifications:
The agreed changes to the goal posts have not yet been applied.
Village Hall Car Park
 A permanent notice will replace the existing wall notice which is worded
incorrectly. Draft wording suggestions have been circulated by email. Rick
will get this made up.
Hall Hire
 Julie has not yet spoken to the bookings administrator about the technical
problems being experienced.
 The ping-pong table now has a chain and the combination for the padlock
will be added to the pub paperwork.
Hall Maintenance
 The date for the floor work not yet arranged, but Andy will ensure a note
goes out for the week when the hall cannot be used.
Wildflower areas:
Someone has strimmed the wildflower area by the carpark. Kent Wildlife had
advised only to strim in Autumn so it is probable that this summer’s display will be
adversely affected. It was felt that the areas need extra demarcation from the rest of
the grounds – all to think what is the best way to achieve this.
8 Planning
 Ivychurch Business Park –Response still awaited from F&HDC enforcement.

IAA 11/18
ongoing

Football Team
5/19

RB Ongoing
11/2017
JB 2/19
ongoing
RB 11/18
ongoing
AD 2/19
ongoing

ALL 5/19
ongoing

 Y19/0524/FH & Y19/0525/FH : (See notes in AOB re A259. )
These two linked planning applications for a 2-storey side extension at 1&2
Knatchbull Cottages, East Guldeford fall under Brookland PC but a number of
Ivychurch residents consider themselves adversely affected by the plans.
9 Diarised items
Review of the Power Contract was in the diary, but it is understood to be on a 3yr
contract so not to be reviewed this year.
10 Correspondence / Any Other Business / Upcoming Events
Grass cuttings
After the green is mowed, the gardener has asked if grass cuttings could be cleared
from the areas he is maintaining such as the play area. Jools will bring a leaf blower
round when needed.
QUIZ: dates of other local quizzes – this action is removed as it relates to IAA
activities.
Carpark – a large pothole has been noted by the carpark entrance. This is
understood to be due to work not being refilled properly by the Water services. Rick
will draft a letter.
Wenhams Lane weight restrictions
Notice has been received that Wenhams Lane will have a weight limit of 7.5T applied
w.e.f. 1/7/19 for an indefinite period owing to structural issues with Yoakes Bridge.
JAM Banner

Jools 6/19

REMOVE

RB 3/19
ongoing
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JAM on the Marsh has requested permission to place a banner on the village green
publicising some of the upcoming local JAM events. The general feeling was in favour
with certain reservations which will be fed back to JAM.
Parish Council functions
One of the members of public asked what they were getting for their £40 p.a.
precept payment. In addition to the village facilities of hall and green, Andy outlined
some of the ways the parish council is able to support its residents, while
acknowledging their limitations in terms of certain powers which rest with District
Council, etc.
A259 and planning applications Y19/0524/FH & Y19/0525/FH :
Following the concern expressed at May’s meeting about the dangerous junction
between the A259 and the access road for Pylon Cottages and other dwellings, Tony
Hills has made a site visit and contacted Highways for their comments. Highways
Agency reference number is now awaited.
6 residents attended tonight’s meeting and further actions arising are listed below
which Jools will pass on to Cllr Tony Hills. FHDC have advised the residents that it
was not necessary to post a planning notice.
o
o

It was suggested that double white lines and a “concealed entrance”
sign would go some way to making the turning safer.
Ivychurch Parish Council to enquire about a week of speed logging
strips to be placed on the A259 to provide evidence for Highways to
consider installing a speed camera in the vicinity of the junction –
residents estimated some vehicles were exceeding 100mph
especially at weekends. Currently there is only a vehicle plate
recognition camera.

Ditch / roadside barriers
A member of the public commented that there are no safety barriers at the sides of
the road where ditches were present. The general feeling was that this was
commonplace around the Marsh.
Road signage
Road name signs were requested for Melon Lane and Wenhams Lane. Jools will
mention this to Tony Hills and follow up on the promise last year to replace the road
sign for Ivychurch Road which went missing from opposite the junction with
Wenhams Lane.
11 Next Meeting
 Next Parish Council meeting Thursday 18th July 2019 at 7pm for 7.30pm in
Village Hall.
Meeting closed at 8.50 pm.

Jools 6/19

TH 5/19
ongoing

Jools 6/19

ALL 6/19

Jools 6/19
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